Frequency depends
on the genus and species you
have, and the humidity present in
the atmosphere. Some bamhboos
and grasses - those that require
high nutrients - will benefit from
regular feeding and a mulch of
organic matter, such as compost.

In winter
let grass die back naturally, as the
extra layers provide added protec-
tion from the elements. Cover
frost-sensitive grasses with a layer
of dry leaves secured with brush-
wood. Loosely tie large grasses
such as pampas grass around
the base of the clump.

Seedlings of
species that have self-seeded can
be left in position or potted up and

grown on. However seedlings of
cultivated varieties may not be
the same as the parent plant
and could be more vigorous,
so these should be removed.
Grasses can be divided in spring
when new shoots are beginning to
emerge. Take a sharp spade or
fork and divide the clump into
smaller pieces, ensuring plenty of
rooting material is still attached to
each new piece and then re-plant.
Most grasses
remain pest and disease free.
Occasionally in excessively wet
weather the foliage may suffer
from rust disease. Prevent by
spacing plantings to provide free
air movement and circulation, and
water potted plants from below.

Ornamental grasses work well when intermingled with other plants:

For bold foliage mix with Ricinus, hostas, Ligularia, Astelia, Phormium,
Cordyline, heucheras, gingers, cannas, Eucomis, Fatsia and Mahonia

For bright colour/flowers combine with sunflowers, daylilies,
Echinacea, rudbeckias, Crocosmia, Helenium, dahlias

For late season interest use plants with seedheads such as Eryngium,
Sedum, poppy, verbascum, achillea. Warm hues of Stipa and Carex grass-
es can be complemented by deep pink and red nerines and Schizostylis.

Annual plants for mixing: antirrhinums, calendulas, Cleome, salvias.
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Grasses have blended into the background for years, but now hundreds of
different kinds are available to gardeners. They offer diversity of form,
colour and foliage, and many bear attractive ornamental flower and seed
heads that can be dried. Grasses enliven plantings with their rustling
movement and varying textures, adding extra depth and structure.
Dramatic effects can be achieved by planting ornamental grass as
individual living sculptures or en-masse in large swathes. Equally,
grasses can form an eyecatching display when interplanted with foliage
and flowers in beds or containers. In summer, annual grasses hold
special appeal, while in autumn and winter the foliage and seed heads
of perennial grasses prolong the seasons with colour and interest.
Providing about 20% of the earth’s vegetation cover, wild grasses can
survive extremes of climate from the droughts of arid savannahs to the
moisture of boggy prairies; this resilience makes them ideal garden plants.
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Many different planting schemes
and styles will be enhanced by
including ornamental grasses.
Large specimens such as forms of
Miscanthus and Arundo can be
used as individual specimen
plants or for seasonal screening.
Select the right plant for the right
place to avoid disappointment.
Bear in mind eventual height and
spread and what you want to grow
with it. Are you looking to provide
a naturalistic-style planting effect
or to use grasses as architectural
accent points in a border?

Spring is the ideal planting time;
the soil has begun to warm,
encouraging rapid rooting, and
spring showers mean less water-
ing is needed to get the grass well
established before winter. It is not
advisable to plant in autumn as
grass roots are no longer active.
If choosing a grass for shady
areas, enrich the soil by digging
in well-rotted organic manure

or compost before planting. Sun-
loving grasses suit an arid area in
full sun perhaps with added sand
or gravel to improve drainage.
Prior to planting, water all
grasses well while still in the pot.




